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with Spain and Portugal, the arrogant demands, the
petty frauds and meanness of the Spanish consuls
in the Hanseatic towns, we must confess that this
previous knowledge of the character of our would-be
allies does not lead us to trust their new, gracious,
and friendly offers. They remembered, further, how
a certain consul, called De Roy, was never named in
their minutes, other than as the " arch enemy of the
Hansa towns." They recalled, too, the project of a
maritime commercial company (an Amirantazgd),
proposed some time back by Spain between the Low
Germans and Netherlands, which had revealed to the
acute Hanseatics that Spain was deficient in ships and
In capital, and that its real purpose was to obtain a
fleet for itself on terms as cheap as possible. No,
decidedly, the Spanish offers were not to be thought of.

Moreover, the Hanseatics very naturally feared an
inevitable breach with their Scandinavian neighbours
if they accepted. They foresaw, too, that their adhe-
sion to the plan would give the emperor a sort of
right to interfere in their commerce and internal
arrangements. They had a wholesome fear, not with-
out cause, of being placed under the most Catholic
protectorate of Spain, and, looking ahead, thought
they beheld, hidden beneath these velvet offers, the
claws of the terrible, abominable Inquisition.

The whole project was therefore allowed to remain
a project. To the imperial spokesmen were pre-
sented respectively four thousand and two thousand
dollars, and the Diet resolved to place the proposal
ad referendum. This meant that it was shelved once
and for ever.